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SUBJECT: GOK POLICY ON EMERGENCY CHARTER FLIGHTS TO AND FROM 
TANZANIA 

REF: NAIROBI 15973 

1 . ALTHOUGH WE APPRECIATE EFFORTS OF EMBASSY NAIROBI THUS FAR 
TO HELP WITH OUR EMERGENCY MEDICAL EVACUATION PLANS, WE DO NOT 
RELISH PROSPECT THAT POST FACTUM MONITORING OF GOK PROCEDURES 
AND JUDGEMENTS (PARA 3 REFTEL) MIGHT WELL BECOME POST MORTUM 
RE AN AMERICAN IN TANZANIA WHO NEEDED QUICK MEDICAL EVACUATION. 
FROM OUR VIEW, PROCEDURES THAT REQUIRE GOK AND GOT 
BUREAUCRACIES TO APPROVE EACH CHARTER FLIGHT ONE BY ONE IS 
TOTALLY UNRELIABLE FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL OPERATION. 

2. IF GOK CANNOT GIVE BLANKET AUTHORIZATION FOR HUMANITARIAN 
CASES (AND WE HOPE GOK FULLY UNDERSTANDS OUR SERIOUS CONCERN 
ABOUT THEIR POSITION), REQUEST EMBASSY NAIROBI SEEK OBTAIN 
DIRECT CONFIRMATION OF FLYING DOCTORS WILLINGNESS AND ABILITY 
TO FLY TO TANZANIA, E.G., HAVE THEY DONE IT RECENTLY? WOULD 
ALSO APPRECIATE NAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PERSON AT FLYING 
DOCTORS HEADQUARTERS WITH WHOM WE CAN COMMUNICATE IN AN 
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EMERGENCY. 
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